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1. Johnny was placed with his aunt in Maryland, by a Pennsylvania County Children 
and Youth Agency.  Who is responsible to maintain custody? 
Answer:  The sending state (Pennsylvania). 
Ask participants to locate ICPC Article V(a) in their ICPC Resource Books and 
review. 

2. Carly was placed with her biological father in Pennsylvania, by the Department of 
Human Services in Florida.  Who is responsible for matters regarding disposition of 
the case? 
Answer:  The sending state (Florida). 
Reference Article V(a). 

3. Josh is currently placed in a foster home in Pennsylvania and is awaiting completion 
of a home study on his mother’s home in Maine.  With whose laws must the home 
study comply? 
Answer:  The receiving state (Maine). 
While the laws of the sending state govern the placement and supervision of 
the child, the applicable laws and/or regulations of the receiving state govern 
the home study, approval, and licensure of foster families.  The sending state 
must accept the home study unless, within 14 days of its receipt, the sending 
state determines that reliance on the report would be contrary to the child’s 
welfare. 
If a Pennsylvania county agency decides not to make an interstate placement 
after a receiving state has approved an identified family, the reasons must be 
documented in the case record and shall not be solely because the resource 
family lived in another state. 

4. Suzy was placed with her aunt and uncle in Ohio, by a Pennsylvania County 
Children and Youth Agency.  Suzy needs reading glasses and the insurance will 
only cover a portion of the cost.  Who is responsible for the remainder of the cost? 
Answer:  The sending state (Pennsylvania). 
Reference Article V(a). 

5. Zack was placed with relatives in Pennsylvania by New Jersey Department of 
Children and Families, due to ongoing drug abuse by Zack’s mother, New Jersey 
Department of Children and Families wishes to return Zack.  Do they have this right? 
Answer:  Yes 
Reference Article V(a).
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6. Chris was placed with her biological father in Ohio, by a Pennsylvania County 
Children and Youth Agency, via ICPC.  She was recently arrested for stealing a car.  
Does Ohio have jurisdiction to remove Chris from her father’s home for purposes of 
placement in a juvenile detention center? 
Answer:  Yes, but… 
Reference the last sentence of Article V(a).  If the court determines that 
placement in a detention facility is necessary, the Interstate Compact for 
Juveniles trumps the ICPC.  However, if the youth is found to be delinquent, 
but remains in the home, ICPC remains in place.  Ultimately, the member 
states should collaborate to reach the best decision for the youth. 

7. Eugene was placed in an adoptive home in Pennsylvania, by an Ohio County 
Children’s Services agency.  Termination of Parental Rights has been completed 
and the adoption is to be finalized in Ohio.  Which state’s laws govern the adoption 
process? 
Answer:  The receiving state (Ohio). 
A court can only make a ruling based on the laws of that court’s state.  
Therefore, if the adoption is to be finalized in Ohio, Ohio’s courts have 
jurisdiction over that process.  Similarly, the sending state has jurisdiction 
over all processes that take place prior to the finalization of the adoption, as 
those processes take place in the sending state.  Under the “full faith and 
credit” clause of the US Constitution, the receiving state must accept all court 
rulings made in the sending state, even if certain aspects do not comply with 
the receiving states laws. 

8. Cody’s mother is a Pennsylvania resident and is being incarcerated for one year.  
Cody has no other relatives in the area.  Children and Youth Services has Cody 
placed in a foster home and was in the process of making a home study request for 
an maternal aunt in California, when Cody’s mother informed them that Cody is 
affiliated with the Delaware Indians from New York.  Who has jurisdiction? 
Answer:  It depends. 
If the child does not reside on the reservation but is enrolled or eligible for 
enrollment in that tribe, and the child’s custody proceeding is in state court, 
the tribe can request the case to be transferred to tribal court and obtain 
exclusive jurisdiction over the child. 
The compact does not apply in ICWA cases unless: 

• The tribe/tribal court declines to intervene in the case; 
• The tribe/tribal court requests ICPC services; or 
• A state court rules that ICWA does not apply to the child. 


